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RACIAL DISPARITIES IN Outline
DANE COUNTY + National overview: Mass incarceration and the drug

war.
+ Wisconsin overview
+ The drug war
* Revocations
Dane county
*+ Arrests
+ “inthe system”
+ Prison vs. probation in first episode
+ Revocation of probation
+ Post-prison revocation: the revolving door

*
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World Incarceration Rates in 1995: Adding US Race Patterns Nationally, The Black Population is Being |mpris°ned at
Alarming Rates
US Blacks prison 1995 |
US whites prison 1995 . . .
US blacks prison & jail 1995 } + About 12% of Black men in their 20s are incarcerated
Russia j— (prison + jail), about 20% of all Black men have been in
Souan Aten Jmm prison (Bureau of Justice Statistics)
Ukraine . : . " .
England & Wales + Estimated “lifetime expectancy” of spending some
;Co(land m t A . A b (y f Bl k
Switsoriand 1 ime in prison is about 32% for young Black men.
Notrameoen & (Bureau of Justice Statistics). (Per Bruce Western, this
sapan is 59% of Black men with no HS diploma and 18% who
Germany have HS degree)
France m . i . .
Denmark & ¢ Chris Wildeman estimates: 25% of Black children born
Canada » in 1990 h:ad a parentin prison bY age 14, vs 4% of
etia White children; 50% of Black children with HS dropout
o 1000 2000 3000 4000 parents had experienced parental imprisonment
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About Rates & Disparity Ratios

*

.

Imprisonment and arrest rates are expressed as the rate per
100,000 of the appropriate population
Example: In 1999 Wisconsin new prison sentences
1021 Whites imprisoned, White population of Wisconsin was
4,701,123
1021 + 4701123 = .000217.
+ Multiply .00021 by 100,000 = 22, the imprisonment rate per 100,000
population.

1,266 Blacks imprisoned, Black population of Wisconsin was
285,308.
¢ 1266 + 285308 = .004437.
+“ Multiply by 100,000 = 444

Calculate Disparity Ratios by dividing rates:

* 444/22 = 20.4 the Black/White ratio in new prison sentence rates
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Prison Admissions

Black and White prison admissions, historical

Black & White Prison Admits per 100,000
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Imprisonment Has Increased While
Crime Has Declined

*

*

Imprisonment rates are a function of responses

to crime, not a function of crime itself

Property crimes declined steadily between 1970s
and 2000

+ Violent crime declined modestly overall, with

smaller ups and downs in the period

Crime Trends

Based on Bureau of Justice Statistics data from
National Crime Victimization Survey.

Property Crime

Property Crime Rates
Adjusted victimization rate
per 100,000 age 12 and over
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Violent Crime
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SO WHAT HAS BEEN GOING
ON?

The 1970's Policy Shift

+ Shift to determinate sentencing, higher penalties
+ LEAA, increased funding for police departments
+ Crime becomes a political issue

+ Drug war funding gives incentives to police to
generate drug arrests & convictions: this
escalates in the 1980s

+ Post-civil rights post-riots competitive race
relations, race-coded political rhetoric.?

Disparities by offense

B/W Disparity Ratios in Prison Admits, by Offense. All States in NCRP.

200 //'\-_\__\\ B

/
|t

‘PSPPI PSP PP

[ Violent —=— Rob/Brg —— Theft === briig === Giner |

Black & White, drug vs other sentences

Black & White Prison Sentence Rates (NCRP) per 100,000, by Offense Type

S AN
/

Nred A

N

- /

. A

W’

1983 1084 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1093 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

[~ Drug White ——am Non-drug White = Drug Black =4l Non-drug Black

National White Prison Sentences by Offense

TR e

o~
: e —
. \/\/

1

Drug _ Rob/burg Theft Other  vijolent

e oo o et P
.

National Black Prison Sentences by Offense

Black New Sentences per 100,000 pop, by offense. All States in NCRP

300
- Rob/burg Drug
Violent
200 Theft
Other

100

R s =
IEL s 185 mE6 187 88 180 100 101 292 193 194 195 196 1997 19|
1993 1999
——vioien Rob/Bur Thert Drug e Gther

Pamela Oliver




10/19/2008

White & Black Drug Use by HS Seniors :
F'ig_ure li, High s(hogol Seniorsykeporﬁrﬂrug I.li BIaCk & Whlte DrUg Arrests

— Figure 2.2 Drug Offenses and Arrest Rate Ratio
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Non-Drug Sentences Disparity
3| Non-Drug Sentences
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Wisconsin Prison Admissions for All_Prison_Admissions
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Wisconsin Offenses

New Sentences Only

Wisconsin White Rate Per 100,000 Population
By Offense Group
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Wisconsin Hispanic Rate Per 100,000 Population
By Offense Group
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Wisconsin Native Rate Per 100,000 Population
By Offense Group
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Wisconsin Native/White Disparity
By Offense Group

inorjiyWhike Djgparly 5

o4
T T T T T T T T T
1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006
year
1 Drug 2 Assaultive 3 Rob/Burg 4 Theft
5DUI 6 Disorder 7 Other

Includes New_Prison_Sentences

Wisconsin Asian Rate Per 100,000 Population
By Offense Group
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Revocations

Wisconsin Prison Admissions for Revocation_Parole_MR_ES
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Wisconsin Prison Admissions for Revocation_Parole_MR_ES
Minority/White Disparity

T T T T T T T T T
1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006

10/19/2008

Wisconsin Prison Admissions for Revocation_Probation
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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“In the System”

Wisconsin Male In_Prison_All
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Wisconsin Male In_Prison_or_On_Supervision
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Wisconsin Male In_Prison_or_On_Supervision
Minority/White Disparity
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AGE PATTERNS FOR
IMPRISONMENT
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Wisconsin Young Black Men

+ In mid-2006, 15% of Black men in Wisconsin aged
25 were in prison (~14% were in prison between
age 24 and 33) compared to 1% of White & Asian
men, 3% of Hispanic men and 5% of Native
American men. This does not include jail.

+ Considering all state correctional supervision
(prison, parole, probation) 35-36% of Black men
ages 25-27 were under control, versus 5% of
White men, and 18% of Native men . The peak
was in the early 20s at 10% for Hispanic men and
7-8% for Asian men.

Rate of First Prison Entry By Age & Race, 2000-2006
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o Rate of First Prison Entry By Age & Race, 2000-2006 Minority/White Disparity in Rate of First Prison Entry
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whitehisp/white disparity

o |
©
2
T
04
2z,
52
oy
a
o
£
=
S
IE]
=
o4 é i‘
T T T T T T T T T
15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
Age in 3 or 4 year groups
Drugs Assaultive Rob/Burg Theft
DUl Disorder Other

Prison admissions Wisconsin 2000-2006, includes sentences only

=4
T T T T T T T T T
15 20 25 30 35 40 50 55
Age in 3 or 4 year groups
Drugs Assaultive Rob/Burg Theft
DUI Disorder Other
Wisconsin 2000-2006, includes sentences only
native rate of first prison entry
(=3
=
c©
g
s
S
Q-O
381
oY
o
(=)
o
o
o)
&8
©
o4
T T T T T T T T T
i5) 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
Age in 3 or 4 year groups
Drugs Assaultive Rob/Burg Theft
DUI Disorder Other

Wisconsin 2000-2006, includes sentences only

native/white disparity

Q.

@
8
T
04
2
=
2
a
2
£
1
15
£
=

o4

T T T T T T T T T
15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55
Age in 3 or 4 year groups
Drugs Assaultive Rob/Burg Theft
DUI Disorder Other

Prison admissions Wisconsin 2000-2006, includes sentences only

Incarceration Exacerbates the
Effects of Racial Discrimination

+ Next few slides are from research by Devah
Pager, new PhD from University of Wisconsin
Sociology, now on faculty at Princeton

+ This was a controlled experiment in which
matched pairs of applicants applied for entry-
level jobs advertised in Milwaukee newspapers

Whites: Proportion Called Back

Mo Record

Criminal Record

Pamela Oliver
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Call Backs by Race & Criminal Record
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Revocations

Have been rising

Number in Community Supervision
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Revocations

+ 90% of revocations are with no new prison
sentence “technical violation” (but perhaps
some committed a crime that is not prosecuted)

+ Statewide, Blacks on probation nearly 3x more
likely to be revoked than Whites

+ Statewide, Blacks on post-prison supervision
about 50% more likely to be revoked than Whites

+ Controversies about whether revocations are
due to over-zealous P&P or due to offenders’
failures to rehabilitate

Pamela Oliver
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Dane County

In prison
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Prison Trends in Dane County

Bad but showing some progress

Dane Male In_Prison
Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Dane Female In_Prison
Minority/White Disparity
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Dane County New_Prison_Sentences Minority/White Disparity
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Dane County Revocations_Probation Minority/White Disparity
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Dane County Revocations_Parole_MR_ES Rate Per 100,000 Population
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Arrest Disparities

Underlying Crime + Enforcement
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Minority/White Disparity in Adult Arrests
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Most Black/White disparities are statistically significant,

Factors in arrest disparities

«+ Differencesin crime
+ These cannot be ignored. Underlying factors include
inequality, school failure, family troubles.
+ Differencesin surveillance
. PoIicin?(is not random: crimes in some places are much
more likely to get caught
+ Differencesin police responses
+ Jurisdictional differences (e.g. ticket vs. arrest)
+ Warn & release vs. arrest
+ Discretionary charging decisions. E.g. assault vs.
disorderly conduct.
« Escalating interactions - resisting arrest, assaulting an
officer, etc.

Probation revocation

+ Given that you are on probation, what are you
chances of revocation?

+ Over go% of revocations involve no new
sentence, but this is difficult to count anyway

+ Looking only at felonies, there is a disparity in
probation revocation

Dane: % Revoked (all)

Proportion of first-time probation felony cases revoked

.15

Proportion revoked

White Black Native Asian Hispanic
Not adjusted for time at risk of revocation
Dane County Cases in Community Supervision 2000-2006

Dane: % Revoked (limited time)

Probability of first-time felony probationer being revoked

probability revoked

White Black Native Asian Hispanic
Dane County episodes beginning 2000-2004

Revocation: the revolving door

+ Once you are sentenced to prison or revoked into
prison, you get in the revolving door of post-
prison revocations

+ Parole, mandatory release, extended supervision
apply to different people but are roughly
comparable in their revocation rates, are
grouped together here

Pamela Oliver
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