 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sociology 626  Information about Exam #1

A) There are a lot of true/false questions (~80) worth 1 point each getting at what I consider to be the MAJOR points in lectures and reading (rather than small details).  I reviewed the lecture notes in putting the test together and tended to organize the test around them.  If I cite an author's name, I also include information to remind you which article it was, i.e. "Klandermans and Oegema in their article about the mobilization for a Dutch peace march against cruise missiles."  My goal is to produce an exam with about 80% "easy" questions that anyone who has done the course materials will know, and at most 20% questions that are designed to get at more refined understanding of course materials.  Questions about the readings tend to focus on the aspects discussed in class or on "obvious" points that were part of the central argument.  I ask at least one question about almost all the assigned reading, but ask multiple questions about the articles we discussed more.  A few questions ask about things that came up in class discussion rather than in the readings.  My belief is that all the people who did reading notes or kept up with the reading all along will probably get virtually all these questions right.  There are a few questions that are more designed to probe your understanding of concepts than to check whether you did the reading – these are not matters of memorization but of seeing the implications of arguments.

B) There will be some (~3-5) SHORT essay questions worth 6 points each with space for about 8 lines of answer.  Although the exact wording will vary, here are the themes that you should review for them:

1.  What are the different ways in which social networks and social ties come up as important in social movements?

2.  How do people become committed to participation in social movements?  What are the factors that pull people in to movement?  What are the factors that reduce commitment?

3.  What is an activist identity?  How is this different from a collective identity?

4.  What are the elements of cognitive liberation?

5.  What are the different kinds of movement organizations? (Professional, federated, volunteer).  

In general, these are graded with a rubric specific to the question, with a general scheme like this: 2 points for something that is in the right ballpark, +2 points for hitting what I think is the most important theoretical point, +2 points for some additional details or citations of research from course materials (typically with flexibility about which details you cite) or for a more complete elaboration of the main point (depending on the type of question).

C) Topics covered

1.  Basic definitions and concepts

2.  Logic of collective action + critical mass + discussion of role of rational action theory

3.  Networks in recruitment, in maintenance of organizations.

4.  Cultural/ideological/social backgrounds of different movements; discussions of religious conservatives, post-materialist values.  (And linking these arguments to network arguments)

5.  Movement communities (and linking back to networks again)

6.  Emotions in movements

7.  Movement frames, framing differences in movements, narratives

8.  Pro- and anti-abortion movements and history

9.  Types of organizations overview: professional vs volunteer, different movement structures

I will make sure I can do this test in well under 30 minutes to be sure that you will have time to finish it.

