
Punishment & Society  Prof. Kaufman 

Last paper assignment 
Due date: The paper is due at our final exam, Monday, December 11, at 12:20 PM. The paper should be 
submitted on Blackboard and in person. 

Weight: This paper is worth 16% of the final grade. 

Assignment: Write to an official that represents the area where you live at the level of municipal, state, 
or federal government. In a clear and well-crafted letter, discuss a population that is impacted by 
punishment practices or policies (such as women, African Americans, older people, transgender people, 
juveniles, and people with disabilities). Be sure to… 

__Introduce yourself as a resident of this jurisdiction. Examples: “I have lived in your district for 
seven years.” “I moved to Athens for college.” Provide basic information about yourself as a 
student and whatever other role you choose to share, especially if it leads you to explain the 
concern that led you to the letter.  

__In simple terms, state why you are writing the letter. 

__Define the population you are going to be discussing. Provide the numbers of people in this 
group in the jurisdiction that the official represents.  

__Specify the practices or policies that negatively impact this population. Provide detail about 
policies in this jurisdiction. For instance, if you are writing to the mayor of Cleveland, focus your 
critique on the policies of Cleveland, not the policies of Cincinnati.  

__Provide four facts from reliable sources.  

• Sources could include assigned class reading and films. 
• Some sources can be from class. These sources should be reputable news agencies or 

advocacy organizations.  
• Provide the name and year of the source as you are using it. Example: “According to a 

2015 report from the Bureau of Justice Statistics, women are still growing quickly as a 
correctional population, even as the total number of people in prisons and jails has 
plateaued.” 

__Address what specific responses to the current situation you would like to see from them. 
Include… 

• who would take these steps, 
• how you suggest they would be paid for, 
• and how these responses are different from current policies. 

__Follow the general format of the letter example.  

 __Check your work very carefully. 

 

If you provide evidence you have sent your letter to this official’s office, I will consider giving extra 
credit.  



The Honorable Charles Grassley 
Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Mike Lee 
361A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

October 16, 20 l 7 

The Honorable Richard Durbin 
Senate Minority Whip 
711 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
530 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Grassley, Minority Whip Durbin, Senator Lee, and Senator Whitehouse: 

We are writing to offer the National Football League's full support for the Sentencing Reform 
and Corrections Act of 2017 (S. 1917). We want to add our voice to the broad and bipartisan 
coalition of business leaders, law enforcement officials, veterans groups, ci vii rights 
organizations, conservative thought leaders, and faith-based organizations that have been 
working for five years to enact the changes called for in this comprehensive legislation. 

Football and community are the twin pillars of the NFL. Whether nationally at the league level, 
locally at the team level, or individually through the volunteerism and philanthropy of owners, 
players, coaches and club personnel, there exists a powerful NFL-wide commitment to giving 
back. This commitment is year-round; there is no offseason to the NFL's multi-tiered, ongoing 
work to strengthen America's communities. 

When the hometowns of our players or the 32 communities in which our clubs are located are 
hurting - whether from natural disasters or those that are man-made - so too are our teams. And 
like most Americans, our owners, players, coaches and clubs spring into action to help. Over the 
last two seasons, one particular issue that has come to the forefront for our players and our teams 
is the issue of justice for all. 

Last season, as part of our lvfy Cause My Cleats initiative, several players chose to highlight 
equality and justice on their cleats, while others chose causes related to supporting the difficult 
work of law enforcement. These expressions of player advocacy aptly capture the challenges we 
currently face as a nation - ensuring that every American has equal rights and equal protection 
under the law, while simultaneously ensuring that all law enforcement personnel have the proper 
resources, tools, and training and are treated with honor and respect. 

Recognizing the complexities we face as a society - and professional sports leagues are a 
microcosm of our society - NFL players and teams have convened discussions and hosted 
events, both public and private, to encourage greater community dialogue and understanding. For 
example: 
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